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Division 26: Western Australian Sports Centre Trust, $7 945 000 — 
Mr M.J. Cowper, Chairman. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke, Minister for Sport and Recreation. 

Mr D. Etherton, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr D. Smith, Finance Manager. 

The CHAIRMAN: Welcome, gentlemen. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I refer the minister to the last dot point on page 459 under “Major Achievements For 
2007-08”, which states — 

Completed a $1.3 million resurfacing of the Perth Motorplex drag strip . . .  

Is that entire complex a trust property? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Yes. The trust has five properties now. It has Arena Joondalup; Challenge Stadium; Perth 
Motorplex, formerly Kwinana Motorplex; Midvale Speed Dome, the cycling stadium; and it is about to become, 
if it is not already, the owner of Perth Arena in Wellington Street.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: The management of the motorplex is a contract arrangement over what period of time? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The different facilities under the ownership of the WA Sports Centre Trust are managed 
on different bases. The motorplex operators have a licence that runs until June 2011. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: With the Sports Centre Trust managing the basketball courts—I have forgotten the 
name — 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The new stadium or Challenge Stadium? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Challenge Stadium, that is the one. I thank the minister for that. With the Sports Centre 
Trust managing Challenge Stadium, how will that fit in with the new netball centre when it eventually gets off 
the ground? Will it go to the same centre? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: That is a decision that has not yet been made, but it is my fairly strong expectation that if 
it is built in that area, it will also go under the WA Sports Centre Trust, as will the state basketball centre, the 
state athletic centre and potentially also the state rugby training centre. The ownership of all those centres will 
pass to the Western Australian Sports Centre Trust, which will consider different levels of direct management, 
licence or lease, depending on the user group and the best outcome. All the work on how that will be done is 
currently underway. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: I understand that; I thank the minister. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: My question relates to the last item at the second dot point on page 458 under “Major 
Initiatives For 2008-09”, which states — 

. . . the Trust plans to: 

. . .  

— host the Joondalup Falcons Football Club home games at Arena Joondalup. 

What is the situation with the Falcons playing at Joondalup; what is their lease arrangement; how long does the 
lease have to go; and can we expect to see the Joondalup Falcons stay at Arena Joondalup in the long term? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I would certainly think so, but as to the more detailed matters the member asked, I ask 
Mr Etherton to help answer that. 

Mr D. Etherton: At present the agreement with West Perth Football Club is a one-year agreement, which was 
rolled-over from the previous agreement, and we have agreed with the club to re-negotiate a longer term 
agreement by September this year. We are in negotiations at the moment to finalise that agreement. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Is the minister aware of any concern that West Perth Football Club might have? Although 
it is a great facility, there has been some talk of some concerns there. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I have certainly heard a range of concerns. Officers of West Perth Football Club have not 
personally met with me to put them formally to me. However, I understand there is great goodwill with the 
Sports Centre Trust to retain the club there. It is a great facility. The club has also been talking about quite 
expansive plans to do some things there or to co-locate on that site. Clearly, that is a matter that the club will 
negotiate with the WA Sports Centre Trust. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 22 May 2008] 

 p445b-446a 
Chairman; Mr Grant Woodhams; Mr John Kobelke; Mr John McGrath 

 [2] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I have just one final question. I refer to the second dot point under “Major Achievements 
For 2007-08” on page 459. I note that the trust has been signed the ownership of Perth Arena and that Challenge 
Stadium hosted 342 events—events that were obviously very popular and attracted big crowds. How will 
building Perth Arena affect the viability of Challenge Stadium, in that it will lose quite a few events? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Currently, there is money paid each year from the consolidated fund to the WA Sports 
Centre Trust, so we basically subsidise it, and that money goes particularly to our elite-level people. The 
Western Australian Institute of Sport is centred there and its athletes use some of the facilities. The member quite 
rightly alludes to the fact that the current economic environment means that there is a huge number of events 
held there. We need only look at the number of concerts coming through Perth on almost a weekly basis. Quite a 
few of those concerts have been held at Challenge Stadium. They and a range of other events have resulted in a 
high level of use, and that has certainly improved the bottom line for the WA Sports Centre Trust. That money 
has then enabled the trust to do a whole lot of things that might not have been done as quickly, such as 
maintenance etc and meeting its costs. It is therefore certainly very advantageous to the trust. When Perth Arena 
comes on, it will take some of that business away from Challenge Stadium and that is clearly something that the 
trust will have to manage. The member is probably aware that the trust has a new CEO in Mr Etherton. There 
was also a major change to the board. It was not that I did not have a great liking for the previous members of the 
board; I thought they were doing a good job. We really just needed to reorientate the whole operation—that is 
what has been happening—to face up to these particular challenges; that is, managing a larger portfolio and 
being very proactive to make sure we get a good return on those centres without putting excessive cost pressures 
on our major users. That is an ongoing challenge that the CEO and the board have to meet. The member has 
alluded to what will be a further challenge when Perth Arena is up and running. 

The CHAIRMAN: Minister, I refer to “Major Initiatives For 2008-09” on page 459 and the sports facility 
planned in 2003 for the Peel region. Is there any plan for the trust to establish a fantastic facility in the Shire of 
Murray in the next 12 months? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: No. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Lark Hill! 

The CHAIRMAN: That is it? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: No, because the trust oversees state centres, not regional ones. Regional centres are 
supported through the Department of Sport and Recreation, not through the WA Sports Centre Trust. 

The appropriation was recommended.  
The CHAIRMAN: The question is — 

That the clauses, schedules and titles of the bills be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

Committed adjourned at 9.00 pm 
__________ 

 


